CHAPTER xvi 


pandita Sri Ramakrsna 
Dasa Baba Ji 


andita Ramakrsna Dasa Baba Ji’s earlier 
Prars was Ramapratapa. Ramapratapa 

was born in the year 1857 in a family 
with strong traditions of bhakti, His grand-father 
was a valsnava of Ramanuja Sarmpradaya. He 
yas sidaha in narayana kavaca, and was well 
yersed in the Sastras. 


Ramasinha, the Maharaja 
of Jaipura, appointed him as a tutor for yuvaraja 


(crown prince). He also gave him two villages 
as fagira and built a house for him near his 
palace. His son Laksminarayana was also a 
great devotee. He left home at an early age and 


went to the forest, where for a number of years 
he did /apa of Rama-mantra. 
with the darsana of 


He was blessed 
Rama and his brothers 
mounted on horses. Rama asked him to go back 


home and rnarry. From his wife Kamala Devi 
was born Ramapratapa. 

Ramapratapa was only three years old when 
his father died. His extraordinary intelligence and 
love for iearning enabled him to learn by heart 
he sdtras of Panini, sarasvata vyakarana and 


1 
A special mantra relating to Narayana. 
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e was only eleven years 


en h | 
amara-kosa se thread ceremony at the : 


ee oe e 
fter vitri-purascar a 
: ven, he performed ge ys Sa yee ang 
of ae dargsana of Savitri Devl. Vitti tyes 
had tne 


to go to Vrndavana. He tried to i 
to Vrndavana, but his pledge | ae Permit. 
ver, at the age of thirteen he Somehow 
eeeneee in sneaking away. In Vrndavana Hee 
ee near Govinda Ji’s temple under the care of 
the Gosvami of the temple. _ a 
Even after coming to Vrndavana he continueg — 
his studies. He learnt nyaya from Sudargana 
Sastri of Ranga Ji's temple, Srimad Bhagavatam 
from Nrsinha Dasa Ji of Karauli-kufja, 
Hari-bhakti-vilasa from Gopilala Gosvami. 
studying safasamdarbha he used to read fj 
chapters of Srimad Bhagavatam before Gopes 
Mahadeva everyday. He completed his educa 
at the age of twenty. 
After completing his education he took g, 
and vesa from siddha Nityananda Dasa Bab 
and was named Sri Ramakrsna Dasa. But 
was generally called Pandita Baba on account 
his learning. a 


On the advice of Gurudeva he went i 
Govardhana to learn Krsna-lila-smarana fr 
siddha Srikrsna Dasa Baba of Govardhana. 


this he began to live in Barasana and pra 
/ila-smarana, | 


In Barasana liveg 


advised him 


Caitanya Mahapr 
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pees 
grana decreased. Gurudeva asked him 
i earning A/rtana and to devote himself 
s tO - phajana: He stopped learning kirtana. 
ynolly n then he could not concentrate on 
gut G Gurudeva then asked him to do 
nal” pana of Krsna-mantra for seventeen days. 
purase the purascarana in Uddhava-kyari under 
e di mba tree. During the first three days he 
wont milk, during the next twelve days only 
K pie on the remaining two days not even 
water On the seventeenth day he had the 
vate yg of Radha-Krsna. 
ee was confirmed by Baba himself once 
ie he lived in Dau-Ji's bagici (a small garden), 
i present site of Vrndavana Research Institute 
ry aamanaret That day he was lying under the 
in-shed in the bagici. Some devotees, including 
priyagarana Baba, Krpasindhu Baba and Lalita 
Mohan Gosvami were sitting at some distance and 
taking about the Purascarana performed by Baba. 
One of them said that Baba had the darsana of 
Krsna-Balarama after purascarana. Baba 
suddenly spoke out, "No, not Krsna-Balarama, 
Radha-Krsna." 
He further added, “Radha-Krsna said, we are 
pleased with you. Let us know what you want? 
| replied, | do not know what | want except your 


happiness. Radha and Krsna then smiled and 
disappeared." 


, After this Baba began to live in Raghava’s 
ni In Puchari, the hind portion of Giriraja, in 
ch Raghava Pandita, an associate of $ri 


abhu lived. By the grace of 
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es become Siddpfs . 
he had ne k in the mornin, iN 
Radha-Krsn4 From 2 o'cloc he usedi™ to 
ma-smarav’ = +. afternoon tc ee nae 0 
2 o'clock ide ihe. CAVE. Be © came 
ia-smarana '”""" a+ this time there Used tg be 
f the pas oF in front of the Cave. The 
a crowd of Ale in bhajana. Baba removedsiias 
sought his BCficulties. Then patha and ja. 
doubts and d. This continued till evening. In 
were perrorme®. went out for madhukari, 


the evening ee Baba’s absorption ie 
After some so deep that it became 
jila-smarana ed gekc tine. N aoe 
; him to follow any routine 0 One 
rapes ae would sit down for smarana and — 
He - wai come out of the cave. Sometime, _ 
he remained lost in smarana for two or three q 
continuously and did not go out even 
madhukari, The sadhus who used to collect 
front of his cave were deprived of his compa 
Once, at this time, Baba’s mother came fro} 
Jaipura to see him. She had to remain Sitt 
outside the cave waiting for him for two de 
The third day, when he came Out of the 
he went straight for madhukari and did not 
cast a glance at her. His mother followed 
for some distance weeping and crying. Even 
he did not turn fo look at her. She ret 
home with a broken heart. 


: When his mother had gone, he began to 
difficulty jn Mla-smarana and felt restless. 
went to Krsna Dasa Baba and inquired ab: 
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Ih e@ then Wrote “& Veteran 
Q piogizing « ane stequcet tater tos oan 
0 aPgavana. Ne arranged toteitegaa a 
‘ ver arate house a Puchari, in Which she lived ia 
fe jeatn. He took Care of her and did everythin 
jsible to make hen happyas Sige aa 


: a was restore 
ni-smarar d as soon as he Started 
er. 


sere ther w 
Babas mo as also a devotee. Krsna 


_ forgive any offence committed against 
nimself, but he never forgives an offence 
sommitted against his devotee. 


After some time there arose a conflict in 
gaudiya Vaishnava Sampradaya regarding 
Gaura-mantra, some holding that a separate 
Gaura-mantra was necessary, others holding that 
it was not necessary, because Gaura was 
essentially Krsna. Pandita Baba did not want to 
involve himself in this conflict. Therefore he went 
to Barasana to live in Mora-kuti, a solitary place 
on the top of the Barasana hill. He lived there 
for eight years. After the conflict was over he 

again came back to the cave. 

On a winter night he was sleeping inside the 
cave with the door closed, while a charcoal stove 
was burning in the cave to provide heat. In the 
morning, when he got up, he was surprised to 
find himself outside the Cave. Obviously 
someone had brought him there to save him from 
the gas of burning charcoal, which could be fatal. 
This was however nothing unusual, since, as we 
Nave said before, the spiritual agencies in Vraja 
often come to the help of the sadhakas in times 
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need. go 

HGURY oO help came to Baga aan 

of ne again spiritual p a W Rh 


to another sampr.,—" 

peli people eee was generally respon * 
tried to aah é of all the sampradayas of Ve 
by ine ae his devotion, learning 
peep mee He was well-versed ine 
Wcities all the sampradayas and was 4). 
anes with the modes of their religi 
one Pandita Amolaka Rama SAstri and 
saieeae of Nimbarka Sampradayeaaa 
Sudarsganacarya, Sri Dulari Prasada SastrT ar 
Ganapati Sastri of Ramanuja Samprada 
Samkarsana Dasa Ji of Ramananda Sampraday 
and Sri Purusottama Bhatta Ji, the famo 
scholar and katha vacaka of Pusti Samprad 
all came to him for advice on matters relatj 
the sastras or religious practices, and 
always advised them according to the philo: 
and practice of their own sampradaya. 
Pranagopaéla Gosvami, a descendan 
Nityananda Prabhu, and the biggest expon: 
that time of Gaudiya Vaisnava philosophy; 
Srimad Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Maharaj 
founder president of the Gaudiya Mission, 
him in high esteem and came to him for adv 
But some orthodox and vicious people ¢ 


Particular sampradaya got jealous of him. 


1 That Srimad Bhaktj Siddha 


nta Sarasvati Gosvami held | 
high esteem is also borne 


, , Out by the fact that in the — 
Vrajamandala parikrama he organized in 1932, in whi 


author was also a Participant, he advised all the part 
gO and have his dargana. 
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ied to defame Sri Ripa Se 2 

hen once Ot respected Reena a he 
ay, the pradaya, by preaching that they Stiga 
tag PT aged to their sampradaya, put were thie 
‘ja pelo it on account of their misconduct rh 
Ng from lly criticized them. They ¢ < 

jorcefully an "¥ felt very much 
he numiliated and conspired to kill him. One day 
So py iG themselves somewhere near his cave 
Us that when ne went out for Madhukari they 
= night attack him on the way. But when Baba | 
r] came out of the cave and started towards the | 
le village for madhukari, they saw that a lion was | 
, following him like a domesticated dog. When he | 
Q reached the village the lion hid himself 
5 somewhere near the samadhis of the gosvamins 


on the right side of the village. When Baba 

returned to his cave the lion again followed him 

up to the cave and disappeared. The miscreants 

were both surprised and frightened. They 
realized that Baba was a siddha mahapurusa and 
their hostile attitude toward him was transformed 
into one of love and devotion. 

One day, when Baba was doing bha/ana inside 
ihe cave, a poisonous snake crawled over his 
body and coiled round his chest and neck. But 
he continued his bfa/ana undisturbed. After 
some time the snake crawled down and 
disappeared. At night, Baba heard a voice. 
Someone said, “You leave this cave." 
Immediately Baba left the cave and began to live 
IN Shyama-kuti near Kusuma-sarovara. 

Pandita Baba never gave diksa to anyone. 
Sut many people, who received instructions from 


ae “See | 
. ‘ana regarded him as their Siksg = 
him in sc pelnt these were Sri Gauranga ll 
Importan! ee Dasa Ji, Sri Krpasindhy bo 
Jt; ul ee Dasa Ji, Sri KeSava Dasa Ji “Sa 
i ie Gosvami. There Were also 
some, who, although never Initiated by anyone 
regarded him alone as their guru, as for example 
Thakura KuSala Sinha Ji of Gijagarha. a 
Gauranga Dasa Baba Ji, whose former Nana 
was Dhirendra Natha Cakravarti, and who Was 
the son of a rich landlord of Calcutta; and 
brilliant student of Scottish Church College 
Calcutta, renounced the world at the age gf 
twenty. He took d/ks& from siddha Sri ge 
Dasa Baba Ji Maharaja of Calcutta and 
Vrndavana. In Vrndavana he began to do 
under the guidance of Siddha Sri Jagadi 
Baba. Jagadisa Dasa Baba was very mi 
impressed by his bhakti-bhava and extraor 
intelligence. He asked him to Study the ¢ 
from Panhdita Baba. Pandita Baba took s 
interest in him and began to teach him. | 
course he acquired mastery over Sr 
Bhagavatam, Sata-Samdarbha and the 
bhakti-Sastras. Pandita Baba then asked h he 
fake up one book after another and del 
discourses on it in the presence of sadhus 


had again started coming to him in the e € 


PriyaSarana Baba also was young, | 
wRMO 40° Nindivana,. 14. was a Ss 
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yaranas! ane eae Adin ee on 

ail on pow Wis” Baba he felt so much 
rawr py him that he Nevist went back. Although 

2 was already initiated in Nimbarka Sampradaya 

, accepted him as his siksa@ guru and began to 

46 phajana under his guidance. Baba guided him 
4ccording to the mode Of worship and meditation 
prevalent in the Nimbarka Sampradaya. Just as 
Gauranga Dasa rose to be a famous siddha 
manatma and a leader of the Gaudiya Vaisnava 
sampradaya, Priyasarana Baba rose to be an 
eminent mahatma of the Nimbarka Sampradaya. 
About this time also came Krpasindhu Dasa 

Baba. He endeared himself so much to Baba by 
his devotion to him that he accepted him as his 
lifelong companion and servant. He made good 
progress in bha/ana under Baba’s guidance. He 
became so advanced and so - much attracted to 
Baba inwardly that he could know his mental 
condition even when he was away at some 
distance. Once Baba was ill. He became so 
weak that he could not speak. He felt thirsty 
and asked for water by saying a, a , which the 
people by his side could not understand. 
Krpasindhu had at that time gone out for 
madhukarl, He also began to feel very thirsty. 
He drank water a number of times but the thirst 
could not be quenched. He understood intuitively 
that Baba was thirsty. Hastily he returned to 
Baba and gave him water. His thirst was 

automatically quenched along with Baba’s. 

Baba had severe toothache. A doctor was 


ralled to extract the teeth. The doctor asked 


&@ short visit. 
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hes, Baba?" 

sba. "Which tooth acnes Hey 
reel not know’ replied ae a , 
The doctor laughed and said, en. 


knows, Baba?" nae 
qepsinahuupeinie out the teeth. . 
In 1918 Pandita Baba had influenza. He y, 
brought to Vrndavana for treatment. For ei 
years he lived in Vrndavana at oe ‘pl 
From 1926 he began to live in Dau Jigs B 
where he lived till the end. 
Visnudasa came to Baba when he had gs 
to Dau Ji’s Bagici. He was at that time 
fourteen years old. He was sent by his gy ig 
Yadunandana Dasa Baba Ji of SUuryakunda 
serve Pandita Baba in his old age and 
bhajana under his guidance. He came a 
way from Suryakunda to Vrndavana on 
Because the day was very hot he got fever 
the way. When he reached Dau Ji’s Bagic 
fever was so high that he lay down near th 
of the bagici Baba came out of his room 
evening, when it was time for mad 
Visnudasa lay prostrate at his feet in obei 
Baba said, "Welcome Visnudasa, 
madhukari." 


"Baba, | have high fever," said Visn 

"So what?" said Baba. He held him 
hand and took him along with him. The 
Baba held his hand, he felt that his fe 
fatigue had vanished. The hand once 
Baba was never left. Visnudasa remai 
Baba till the end, following him like as 


Se 
ti 


yer he went. Visnudasa Baba gained much 
aba’s company. Baba used to be absorbed 
iro" 4 even when he went out for madhukari with 
in £/ dasa. His Inner experience was sometimes 
" gferred to Visnudasa like an electric Current 
account of his touch, because he often held 
arm or shoulder while going and coming. 
One day in the month of June, Baba was 
returning to his kuti oe! madhukari with 
yignudasa, his left hand resting upon his right 
shoulder. Suddenly on the way Visnudasa 
experienced that the environment had changed. 
the hot wind of June had turned into cool and 
soothing breeze of winter, and the atmosphere 
was filled with the Sweet smell OH 
xadamba-flowers of spring. Visnudasa seemed to 
be transported into a state of bliss. He said, 
"Baba! What is this?" Baba said, "By 
Radharani's grace you have been given a glimpse 
of the real nature of Vrndavana. Vrndavana is 
celestial. It only appears to be terrestrial. In 
Vrndavana all the seasons coexist and serve 
Radha-Krsna according to Their wish. When a 
sadhakas heart is purified by bhajana, he sees 
the spiritual Vrndavana and the /i/a that eternally 
goes on here." 


Thakura Kusgala Sinha was a big /agiradara of 
Rajasthana and the chief justice of Jaipura 
highcourt. He was also very learned, religious, 
fearless and Strong-willed. He resigned the post 
: chief-justice and came to Baba with the 
Mention of renouncing everything and becoming 
“ Sadhu. He requested Baba to give him vesa 


where 


his 
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we Bi aba said, "You nee 
(valsnaVva os niye® ae to do bhajana ac 
renounce. . My days are gone. Bad time : 
householder: Sadhus will do everything that : 
now oe eo They will build Palatia, 
eee keep bank accounts angq live 
af lt is better to Stay at home and g 
bhajana quietly. Thus. you will not be known 
a saint and nobody will come to disturb yoy. 
KuSala Sinha Ji gave up the idea of becoming 
a sadhu. He used to come to Vrndavana Once 
in a month or two and return to Jaipur after living ae 
in Baba’s company for some time. ae | 
Thakura Hari Sinha was the /agiradara of 
Nimoniya in Jaipur state. Like KuSala Sinha Jigues, 
he also regarded Baba as his guru and used t=. 
come to him for satsafiga. Once he said to Bab: 
“Baba, my wife is seriously ill. Astrologers h 
predicted that her stars are bad and she will 
soon. The doctors have also lost all hope 
her. Kindly advise what she should do in 
last days for her Salvation." 


Baba said, "Let her read Srimad Bhagavat 
Her stars will become favourable. The stars ar 
unfavourable only to the People, who are n 
devoted to the Lord. They are friendly | 


as 


Serviceable to those, who are devoted to 
Lord." ; 
"But she is {00 weak to be able to 
Bhagavata," sai Sri Hari Sinha Ji. 
"Then YOU Can read it to her." 

Thakura Ha 


ri Sinha Started reading Bhai | 


to her. The stars actually turned in her 1 


jandit@ Sri Ramakrsna Dasa Baba Jj 
pecame allright and is alive till this q 

pranagopala Gosvami came to Vindavaie 
calcutta every year and tead’ Srimad Bhagavajae 
4 other bhakti-scriptures before Baba for m 
month. Once, even before the Sehaqtledi in aaa 
his arrival, Baba began to make anxious inquiries 
pout him from wis oo who Came. People were 
surprised and sald, “Baba: Why eae SO 
anxious? He will come at the scheduled time in 
ne afternoon. It is only about 12 0’ clock now." 
But Pranagopala came one day late, because 
here was a train collision at Bamarauli and 
nundreds of people travelling in the same train, 
in which he was travelling died. The 
compartment, in which he and his party were 
travelling, was safe, while the compartments just 
before and after were completely crushed. When 
Pranagopala arrived in Vrndavana, he said that 
Baba’s anxiety had saved him and his party, 
otherwise how could his compartment 
safe, when those before and after it 
crushed? 


Pranagopala Gosvami was famous for his 
learning and masterly exposition of the sastras. 
He was generally regarded as the final authority 
on all religious matters. Whenever anyone had 
any doubt or difficulty, he approached 
Pranagopala Gosvami for solution. But when 
Pranagopala Gosvami himself had any doubt or 
difficulty, he sought the advice of Baba. Baba 
invariably solved his difficulty. Many times the 
difficulty was solved merely by going to Baba ana 
without actually refering it to him. His mere 


remain 
were 
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presence Was enough to infuse intuitively INto his 
mind the right solution. 

Even more mysterious than this WaS the 
Manner in which Baba once solved the difficulty 
of Gauranga Dasa Baba Ji relating to the 
Commentary of the sJdrra, ‘anandamayo-abhyaga, F 
At that time Baba was living in a Cave aj 
Ramanareti, which is known as . 
Madanamohana-ki-tibari. Gauranga Dasa Went 
and expressed his difficulty to Baba from OUtside 
the cave. He heard Baba giving the solution from 
Inside. He then asked Gauranga Dasa, "Have 
you understood?" 

"Yes Baba," said Gauranga Dasa. But When 

Gauranga Dasa was returning to his kufi he was 
Surprised to see Baba coming from the Opposite 
direction with Amolaka Rama SaAstri. Gauranga 
Dasa said, "Baba, | have just been to your Cave, 
| had some difficulty with a sdtra and YOu solved 
it. How is it that | now see you here?" 
} Baba parried the question and Said, "Many 
s/ddha saints live in Vrndavana, who are invisible. 
They help the s&dhakas in their difficulty 
unnoticed." 

Pandita Baba was a living example of $1 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s ‘trnadapi sunicena' §loka, 
according to which one should be humble like a 
blade of grass and respect everybody without 

desiring to be respected by anyone. Whenever 
he went to a religious gathering in which katha 
Or kirtana was going on, he sat behind everyone 
else. No one had the courage to request him 10 
take a forward Seat. 
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He never sane anyone to ; 
eS wee Suffere 
stom rub the dust of Paden ina dream, 
4isease would be cured." He al 
dress of Pandita Baba. 
yndavana. He met Pahdita 
nen he was returning to his kut7 after Madhukari. 
He wanted to touch his feet. But Pandita Bae 
repuked him and did not let him touch his ten 
the man felt very much mortified nile 
disappointed. Someone advised him to see 
Krpasindhu Baba. Krpasindhu Baba advised him 
to take a pinch of dust from Baba’s foot-print 
when he went out for Sauca (nature’s Call) next 
morning. He did the same. He was cured of 
the disease immediately after rubbing the dust of 
Baba’s feet on his forehead. 

Another man of Bihar who was suffering from 
the same disease, also came to Baba. He said, 
"Baba, | have come from Bihar. | am suffering 
from a bad stomach disease. lf you kindly let 
me have the dust of your feet, | am sure | will 

be cured." Baba said, "The disease will be cured 
not by taking the dust of my feet, but by giving 
me the dust of your feet." As he said this, he 
took the dust of his feet and rubbed it on his 
forehead. This man’s disease was also 
immediately cured.  S 

Once a man, who saw Rama Dasa Baba Ji 
Maharaja of Pathabari asrama, Calcutta touching 
the feet of Pandita Baba, said to him, ‘If you can 


allow a great saint like Rama Dasa Baba Ji to 
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3 hy can't you allow ug9« 
preset ‘Rama. Dasac Beem Pe. 
mahatma. Whether he touches my feet or asks 
me to touch his, in either case | have 
i oie tee generally courteous to the Vi 
But when someone went to him with some 
proposition, or did something, which was 
the va/snava rules of conduct; he became 
Once a Raja came to him in his usual qr 
all his retinue. He brought with him a Purse fy 
of gold mofhurs. He kept the purse before Baba 
and sat down. Baba asked, “What is this?" 
“some gold mohurs Baba. You can use them 
as you like," replied the Raja. 
Baba said, "They are of no use to me. 
give them to someone else." | 
“But | have brought them for you, Baba. Yoy 
have to take them," the Raja said ina Somewhat 
dictatorial tone. , | 
Baba became furious. He Showered a volley 
of abuses upon him and asked him to quit. Stil 
the Raja persisted. Baba then shouted, "If you 
do not leave at once with your purse, | will break 
my head." He was about to beat his head against 


the ground, when the Raja stood up, took the 
Purse and went away. 


Sitorg. 
Worldly 
AgGaingy 
fUrious. 
ess With 


You 


The Raja was friendly with a Vrajabasi- 


Pandita. He narrated the whole Story to him and 
Said, “What kind of a 


wanted to do some service to him. But h 
Suddenly vituperated and gave me a thousan 
abuses. What business had he to insult me 


~~ MToyos3and0o Aa 


siddha mahatméd is he? | 


< 


ndita Sri Ramakrsna Dasa Baba 
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th 


gisservice to him. You 
therefore Baba becam 


sch d b 

so you have invited: the wrathenne on ert 
never exCUSeS ANYON “for ahpo mens committed 
d from the 
nd do as | 


nearted and courteous he is." Ohaeaeae 

The Raja agreed to do as the Vrajabasi 
advised. He went along with him to Baba the 
next day. AS advised by him he did not take his 
attendants with him and did not put on the royal 


dress. He went like an Ordinary man with tilaka 
on his forehead, fu/asi-kafithi round his neck, and 


a rosary bag in his hand which made him look 
like a Va/snava devotee. 


Both he and the Vrajabasi Pandita performed 
dandavat before Baba and sat down. After Baba 
had inquired about the panodjit’s welfare, the 
pandita said, “| am told that the Raja caused 
much annoyance to you yesterday. | am sure he 
will come to grief for the offence he committed." 

Baba said, "No, no. He did not commit any 
offence. He was very good. Although a Raja, 
he heard my abuses without saying anything. | 
abused him for his own good. If | had accepted 
his purse and used it in the service of the 
vaisnavas, it would have poisoned their mind. 
Besides, they would have been harassed by 
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its. The Raja would hay 
thee chee of his responsibitty 7 
i about that state of affairs.” n 
ie Raja was moved to we! this. He ial 
upon Baba's feet and said, “Baba, | am thay 
foolish Raja. Kindly excuse me for the Offence 
j by me." 
pels Gaurtiaee Dasa Baba Ji Went 
Radhakunda. He was to stay there for the Night 
and return the next morning. He was Persuadeg 
by a sadhu of Baula Sampradaya to Stay at Night 
with him. His real intention was to convert him 
to his faith, in which the company of a Woman 
was an essential part of sadhana. He treateg 
him well, gave him nice things to eat and 
arranged for his bed. When he was Sleeping, he 
felt the soft touch of a woman Massaging his 
feet. He suddenly got up, rebuked the lady and 
the saahu and left for another place. The sadhy 
feared that sooner or later Gauranga Dasa will 
report the matter to Pandita Baba Ji and it would 
become impossible for him to Stay in Vraja. He 


thought that Pandita Baba would probably not give 
credence to his report if he poisoned his mind | 
against him beforehand. He went to him the next — 
morning and said, "Baba, you think that Gauranga — 
Dasa is a good sadhu. You do not know that 


he secretly keeps the company of women." 

Baba could not tolerate this. He was 
with rage. He burst Out, “You devil! You h 
the cheek to malign a great saint like Gauré 
Dasa. You do not know what the conseq 
will be. You will die the death of a barki 


ee a ea i ce 
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have said you will die the death of a dog." 
GO: oon after he was bitten by a mad dog and 
ad barking: like: 8 ‘Gog: 
ie gaba’s valragya Was unparalleled. The only 
sessions Ne had in his kut7 were langoti', 
pos wigae karava and some books. lf anything 
ae ak these was brought and kept in his kuti 
bet noted it became a victim of his wrath and 
was thrown out. Once during summer season 
priyasarana Baba brought a new pitcher full of 
water and kept it inside the kuti. Baba saw it 
on returning from madhukari. \mmediately he 
prought it outside and Smashed it. He asked 
priyagarana, "Why did you bring it?" 
Priyasarana replied, "| brought it, because it 
is too hot and you repeatedly ask for water." 
"| know, you brought it because you had to 
draw water every time from the well. Fool that 
you are, you do not know that it will cause 


disturbance in my Dbfha/ana by inviting others to 
drink water.” 

Once Baba was ill. He was advised by the 
vaidya to take makaradhvaja. Syamasundara 
Dasa, a va/snava attendant of Baba, used to 
ionize makaradhvaja with the help of a kharala® 
and /orhi.° |f Baba came to know that a va/snava 
Was taking so much trouble for him, he would 
have stopped taking makaradhvaja. So 


' A small piece of cloth worn over privities. 
2 Loin cloth. 


An earthen pot. 
boat shaped pot of stone. 


‘ong and round piece of stone bar for grinding medicine in 
kharalg 
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ara did ionization when Baba 
Ste ae kept the kharala ale ane 
ee concealed from him. Somehow the lov 
broke and Syamasundara asked KuSala Sinha 
to bring another. One day Baba saw Kugala 
Sinha Ji giving something were iN @ piece ; 
paper to Syamasundara. After KuSala Sinha hae 
gone he asked Syamasundara what he 
brought. Syamasundara said, “Nothing Babs 
only a small /orh/ for grinding makaradhvaja» ~ 
Baba stood up. His face was red with anger. 
He picked his kKarava and the madhukarj bag ang 
said, “Only a small /orhi/ You live here with the 
Jorhi, | am off." As he was about to 
Syamasundara fell at his feet and said, "BA 
have committed an offence. 
otherwise | shall die." 


“Then go and return the /orhi immediately." 

Syamasundara immediately went and returned 
the /orh/ to Kugala Sinha Ji. Then Baba’s anger 
subsided. 

Baba took madhukari only from the Vrajabasis. 
Even from the Vrajabasis he never took anything 
brought from outside Vraja. Once someone 
brought paraba/a' in a large quantity for Narahari 
Dasa Baba Ji, the mahdatma of Radhakunda. 
Narahari Dasa sent some parabala to Pandita 
Baba. Pandita Baba said to the man who had 


leave 
ba! | 
Kindly excuse me, 


Prought pavaba/a, “Tell Narahari Baba that he 
should not send me anything brought from outside ; 


Vraja." 


1 A vegetabie. 
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visitor, WhO was Present, said, "pap; 
harm if you take wee brought inom a 
paba replied, Do you do bhajana? 14 vob 
pnafana yee ee realized what cae 
sone by taking anything Drought from Outside," 
An ordinary person may fing 


comprehend this. But Baba was te ee 
erson. He Was a Saints WihGeeu meg ages in 
and totally engrossed) "ima Via)/aavendae a gee 
There was No place in it for anything that was 
not part and parcel Of Vraja-lila or which was in 
any way associated with anything outside Vraja. 
any such thing appeared to him unacceptable like 
a black spot on a white sheet. 

Baba also did not take the prasdada of temples, 
in which service of the deities was done with the 
financial aid of a worldly-minded person. Once 
Kugala Sinha Ji brought the prasada of Govinda 
Ji from Jaipura along with a garland of flowers 
used by Govinda Ji. Baba wore the garland with 
pleasure. But he took only a particle of the 

prasada to avoid aparadha and distributed the 
rest among the vVa/snavas. He said to KuSala 
Sinha Ji, "Never bring Govinda Ji’'s prasada again. 
Govinda Ji alone can digest it." Govinda Ji’s 
seva was financed by the Maharaja of Jaipura. 
Again, we may not understand how the 
prasada financed by a person given to worldly 
enjoyments is not good for the spiritual health of 
the sédhaka. But this is a fact, which has been 
verified by the sadhakas times out of number. 
The subtleties of the spiritual world are beyond 


the comprehension of our material minds. lf Baba 


anniversary o 
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wingly or unknowingly given anything 4, 
was ae not come from the right cone 
eat whicn aie 


S 
easily detect it on account of the SUbtIa 
pene it created in his mind. Subsequen, 
gine about the source always confirmeg hig 
inqui ae 

intuition. ae 5 

gi es Rajarsi Banamali Rai Bahadura sen; the 
praséda of his deity Sri Vinodi Lala to Baba 


Baba took only a particle of that also 
distributed the rest among others. At night Vi 
Lala said to him in a dream, "Why did yoy Not 
take my ~rasada? My seva is done out of the 
earnings of my own property and not Banamaij 
Rais." This was correct. The Property out of 
the income of which Vinodi Lala’s seva was done 

stood in His own name. 

The next morning Baba went all the w 
Govardhana to Vinodi Lala’s temple in Vr 
on foot and begged for His prasada. 
prasada to his fullest Capacity. 
never gave Vinodi Lala an op 
similar complaint. 


Like any other s/ddha mahatma, Baba had the 
Capacity to perform miracles, but he tried, as far 
aS possible, not to use 
KNOWN @& a siddha Purusa. But if circumstances 
compelled him to do SO, he tried to explain the 
miracle away in some way or the other. Once 
Pranagopala Gosvamj Sent him Rs 200 for feeding 
the va/snavas in connection with the death 
f his mother. 
arranged for a feast to which 
Of va/snavas were invited. 


Nod] 


ay from 
Ndavana 
He ate the 
After that he 
portunity to make a 


The same day cal 


It for fear of becoming 


Accordingly Baba 7 
a limited number 
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pasa Ba _ and his Party of 

he pam vas from Ca oui Rama Dasa Saban 

: yal Pandita _ that he would 9° to his 

eo with his Da. ty in the Evening and Perform 

i a ee Gadadha aS Kirtana. Baba’s Standing 
Ga ction to Krpasindhu Dasa Baba was that 

instru who happened to come j eee 

: snav' : A re > to the &srama 

ine an utsava or fe Was going on; he must 


ne fed along with the other va/snavas. Therefore, 
xtra food for 10 OF 12 persons was always 
prepared. SUE in Rama) base) Babee aera 
inere were about 300° vaisnavas. They could not 
ail be fed with the limited amount of food that 
was prepared. Krpasindhu Baba expressed his 
concern in this connection to Pandita Baba. 
pandita Baba treated the problem lightly. He 
said, "Do not worry. Bengali va/snavas eat very 
little." This did not relieve Krpasindhu Baba of 
nis anxiety. But what could he do? He resigned 
himself to fate. However, in the evening, when 
the feast was over, he was Surprised to find that 
everybody had eaten, still there was a small 
quantity of food left. Baba said to Krpasindhu, 
‘Didn't | say that the Bengali va/snavas eat very 
little?" Krpasindhu Baba did not say anything, 


but he laughed within himself at Baba’s 
cleverness. 


Gradually Baba became very old and weak. 
It was not possible for him to go out for 
madhukari. He began to live on fruit juice. But 
though physically weak, he was mentally alert and 
'S bhajana went on as usual. He got up at 2 
° clock in the morning and continued to sit in 
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3-smarana till 2 o'clock jp, 
fapa an d is nae japa had becom € a part Of 
afternoon. 4 all the time without any bre 
life, ft Cony op he wae eee he 
Even econ Saar: His finger, which «reMaing 
chanie the bag of rosary while doing japa hae 
outside tne —— ‘ : 
so straight and stiff that it could Not b 
> on ate even at the time of eating. 

oe Baba’s intake of fruit-juice also became 
less and less and his weak lige went 
increasing. He remained mostly confined to 

in his Aut) When he ae 
wanted to go out of the kuti, his attendants 
carried him on his bed. Once, while he Was 
being brought out in this manner, he Chanteg 
humorously, “Ramanama satya hai" (the name of 
Lord alone is true). Customarily this line is 
chanted aloud by the carriers of a dead body, 
when it is carried to the funeral Pyre. Although 
the line was chanted by Baba in good humour, 
Krpasindhu Baba thought that he had hinted at 


his end, which was very near. 

On hearing that Baba’s condition had 
worsened, Kusala Sinha Ji and Hari Sinha Ji came 
from Jaipura. They called a Vaidya from Calcutta 
and treatment was started. But what could the 
Vaidya do, if Baba himself did not want to live. 
After a few days Kugala Sinha Jj and Hari Sinha 
JI went back to Jaipura. But while taking leave 
of Baba, Hari Sinha JI prayed to him mentally 

that he and Kugala Sinha Ji be informed before 


the 


ak, 
ard 


On 
beq 


Was noted by Baba. 


the apprehended end Came. His silent prayer : 
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ee asked KIpasindia Dasa to call 

B ra Dasa 3aba JI, Kirtaniya and his party 
gada vardhana and arrange for one month’s 
i om alin jila kirtana in the a&$rama. This was 
ce indicatic to Krpasindhu Baba that 
gros Baba was preparing for the end. He 
pie all arrangements for the <kjrtana. The 


r a month and Baba remained 
ire ume absorbed in ///a. 


oe evening, when all those, who were close 
Baba were sitting round him, he said, "When 
eave the body, you leave the bagici and go 
aisewnere-" Perhaps he said this to ensure that 


none of his attendants took possession of the 
pagic! after him. 


Someone asked, “Baba, your samadh?" 
"No samadhi. Your bhajana will 
samadhi.” 
"And what about uftsava?"' 
"No utsava. That day all 
maohukar/, sit together and eat." 

Then he turned his eyes towards the young 
sddhakas of his aSrama and said, “Save these 
boys from women." 

The next day was Radhastami. Baba fasted 
as usual. On Ekadasi again he fasted. 
Krpasindhu Baba insisted on both the days that 
ne might take some paficamrta or at least some 
water, because he was getting weaker and weaker 
with every fast, but in vain. On greater insistance 
Ne said with folded hands, “Please do not break 


be my 


of you bring 


i¢ 
*lebration of which feasting is an essential part. 
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my fast.” f days he asked Krpasj | 
“after pais ee and Hart Ginna by wind 
al aa did not pay any heed to this, becaus, 
aemrste ht Baba’s condition was not yet too 
he ae slew next day Baba asked again, "Haye 
re ied the telegram to Jaipura?" — 
enter this Baba went into samagpj 


er ire 


t. | 
telegram was sen 
= avitiya, the second day of Krsna-pakgsa 


the month of Asvina Baba suddenly spoke 0 
He said to Krpasindhu, “See, See Priya a 
Priyatama (Radha and Krsna) have come." | 
"Priya-Priyatama are alone, or your ma 
svarupa (siddha body) is also there?" ask 
Krpasindhu. 
Baba replied, "My maf/ari Svarlipa is 
there." | 
On caturthi, the fourth day of the month, 
asked Krpasindhu to Prepare for him a bed of 
raja (holy dust) of Vrndavana. Everybody \ 
shocked to hear this. . 
The bed was prepared and Baba was lai 
it. Just then arrived Kusala Sinha Ji and 
Sinha Ji from Jaipura. Kuégala Sinha Ji 
brought Govinda Ji’s Prasadi mala (garland) 
him. He put the mala round Baba’s neck. : 
moment he did this Baba left the body. 


Govinda Jj came in the form of the mala 
ook him away. 


qeq eseg eieyoueW 


es 


| 
| 
| 


| anohara Dasa Baba 12 

| Mies Mahendra. i as Lh, name 

| a: village Called Madhava diene 
istrict Nadiya. His mother Pyari-sundari Riad 
when he Was Six years old and father Sri 

gholanatha Adhikari, when he was thirteen. After 
ine death of his father he took O/ksa-mantra trom 
gr; Nandakisora Gosvami, a descendent of Sri 
Advaitacarya. 

Mahendra was fond of learning from his early 
childhood. He completed his Primary education 
in a fo/a in Madhavapura. After initiation, he 
went to Navadvipa for studying Sanskrta 
Grammar, Alamkara, Nyaya and DarSana, first 
under Vipinacandra Bhattacarya and then under 
Si Krsnacandra Smrtiratna. 

He took vesa from Sri Svaripa Dasa Baba Ji 
o' Band Akhana of Navadvipa. After vesa he 
Was named Manohara Dasa. While in Navadvipa 
Manohara Dasa Baba had the good fortune of 

"nioying the company of s/ddha Sri Caitanya pase 
Baba, Pandita Narottama Dasa Baba J! you 
"' Bana Akhana of Navadvipa and siddna 


“Javan Dasa Baba of Kalna. 
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davana. For five | 
wero ae Year f 
he paktigastras from, Si Gopi, 7 
Te etiy @ Satradhara’ ae temple ang : 
eet of the company of Siddha f 
availed — like Balarama Dasa Baba jj of 
atmas 7é 5 Aba 
ie aenienrter Y Jagadisa Dasa Baba of 
Jhan gente Nityananda Dasa Baba Of | 
danamohana Thaura. After that he Practise, 
penne in Kusuma-sarovara, Kamyavana ang 
Nandagrama. in 1893 someone OS <cigaaiaaaaas 
dream to go and live in Govindakunda at the foo} 
of Giriraja. Since then he began to live in a kypz 
under a banyan tree in a garden in Govindakunda 
At this time s/ddha Sri Ramakrsna Dasa Pandita 
Baba lived in Pdchari, about one and a half miles 
j from Govindakunda. Often, when he went for 
madhukari to village Anaura, he also visiteg 
Manohara Dasa Baba in Govindakunhda ang 
enjoyed talking with him on various topics relating 
to the ///a of Radha-Krsna. 

In 1915 Monohara Dasa Baba built a cave in 
Govindakunda, in which he lived and practised 
bha/ana throughout the day and came out only in 
the evenin 7 j ms 
and ta gga weal ea 
continued 2 lime. Japa and smarana 

even at night. He slept ale 
perhaps onl pt very little, 
only for an hour or two H ae 
harina ; e repeated 
ama no less than 7 | : 
acs times a day . He 


at oti ; 
€ only roti (bread) with SOUP prepared from the 


le 
“ete feema tree. Later he gave up roti anc 
y milk in very |ittle quantity. He avallll 


1881 
In ed Bha 


Kaliyadaha 4 


dvipa Dasa: 4 
: Amara Gur 
udeva, p.13 


nohara Vase Baba 


. Ma 
gi M 
mpany oT people and 
C om Paes SPok 
e mii ic. e 
wa y and never alloweqd a OWn 
SNGitg 


,unor He always talked jy, ita 
(Pe absorption in bhajana inset, 
a almost Unaware of the ae ‘ 
ne grdhana used mosquitg a . 
he ue se 
d on his INQ a i ay 
yito, does eh do any beg he an 
nelpse i away ! 

Once it Was SO cold in Vraja a 
remperature reac below freezing Point be 
nad only @ Kantha (tags Gye gies ak 
jogether) to Cover hIMSel saan mes 
shivered and created Obstruction in Diaaee 
Getting angry with the body, he went ang ee 
into. the icy-cold water of the Govittacna 
Navadvipa Dasa Baba, who lived near by, asked 
him why he plunged into the kufda at night. He 
replied, “The body has begun to ask for more 
clothes. It must be disciplined." 

Navadvipa Dasa Baba said, ‘In severe cold it 


is necessary to use a quilt.” 
"Vairagis, who have renounced the world, do 
not use quilt," retorted Baba. 
Baba’s wholehearted and steadfast application 


insisté 
»Mosa 


to bhajana and his complete indifference to body 
and the world was proverbial. No wonden 
therefore, that the mercy Of Radha-Krsna 
descended upon him and he er —_ - 
used to i erception of Krsna-iie. 
nave Ca ae Krsna-lila called 


Wrote a book pertaining 
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He also wrote a book is | 


j-VIlASAa. Z 
hele titled Namaratna-mala. 
Once a vaisnava asked him now to get Ove; 
the difficulties and obstacles in bhajana, \, | 
replied, "One must be firm in bhajana. Toa Man 
who practises bha/ana steadfastly and with al his 
heart and soul, staking for it his life and 
everything else, the obstacles begin to appear a, 
illusory as the horns of a hare. The Lord Himsejs 
makes the path of bfa/ana smooth for him. But 
this does not happen in a day; both perseverence 
and patience are necessary.” | 
Manohara Dasa Baba used to say that bhajang 
is not possible without complete surrender at the 
feet of the Lord and total dependance upon Him 
It is only in the state of utter dependance on Hie 
that one enjoys the calmness of mind, which is 
Hoag ae for bhajana: A mind, which is disturbed 
x iets kinds of worldly anxiety, is not fit for 
H 
mind Pairs Sale ee which the 
Stantly absorbed in the meditation of 


the Lord and revolts t 
Oo th 
else as to poison. € thought of everything 


J +j Madhava Dasa Baba w 


: 4S born jj 
in village Bargharya, Situatea pee 1851 
confluence of fj €ar the 


age of 27 he renounced the world and went to 
vrndavana. He took initiation from Sri 
Parmananda Prabhupada of Srngaravata and | 
began to do bha/ana. 

After sometime he obtained the gurus | i 
permission to practise Dha/ana in some quiet and 
lonely place in Vraja. He went to Samketavata . 
and began to live there with Sri Jagadananda | | 
Dasa JI, a disciple of si/ddha Nityananda Dasa | 
Baba of Vrndavana. Madhava Dasa Baba ma 
very much benefited by the company Pa 
Jagadananda Dasa, who was an ideal ten 
Both of them went out separately for sane a 
In the evening, but sat down to eat toge 


their return. 
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Dasa Baba got SOm 
adhave sat down 
maadnukal!: fi ne add so ee 
putter-milk p ould be petter | Me say 

" WwW 


Let me gO and beg for Some 


salt.” qa Dasa Baba cautioned, "Madhava 
every orn Always 
at (it is by nature restiy 
pbs its’ craving and demands 
king for salt, tomorrow it will ag, 
for molasses and then fopsweeiey ae what Not. 
on bhajana will be spoiled. a _ Dass 
abided by his advice. Heslearm to e conten; 
with whatever he got in madhukar!. | 
Once there was a festival In some Village, 
Madhava Dasa had gone there to participate in 
the feast. When he returned from there, 
Jagadananda asked, "How far is that village from 
here? 
"Four miles," replied Madhava Dasa. 
"How many malapuas ' did you eat?" 
"Eight 
"How do you feel now?" 


‘| am feeling tired and drowsy." 


‘Then why live in a place, from where you 
have to travel 


four miles for eating ma/apua? 
ua? 
Why not go and live in Vrnda : : 
rndava “e 
and festivals are na, where feasts 


Today it is as 


SO frequent 1 
have to go far for : < and mala a 
imand had the 


eating kKacaurj ” 
Dasa Baba’s repr 


a 
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desired effect. 
feasts. 

After sometime Jagadananda 
parasana and began to live there 

Aanukunda. Ma 
niente in ued wee accompanied him. 
pil i 4 pa | Madhava Dasa also got 
the opportunity o aveliting himself of the satsanga 
(holy company) of Pandita Ramakrsna Dasa Baba 
and Sri Haricarana Dasa Baba Ji. 

From Barasana Madhava Dasa went to 
Kamyavana. There he lived and practised 
bhajana for a number of years on the bank of 
Vimalakunda near the place, where siddha 
Jayakrsna Dasa Baba used to do bhaj/ana. 
Single-minded application to bha/ana, continued 
over a number of years, purified his mind. Subtle 
remnants of all worldly attachments and desires 
were eliminated. The only desire that remained 
was the desire for the darsana of Radha and 
Krsna. The desire became so strong that it was 
impossible for him to live without its fulfilment, 
One day he actually thought of committing 
suicide, He said to himself, | Wave Seen ets 

; r 
bhajana for such a long TUT but na we ici 
of my heart, whose bhajana Peiiecaee ; 

me once even in dream. 
have not appeared to t 
adha ‘¢ by nature merciful, has no 
Even Radha, who IS wt ne SATE ceil 
been kind to me.” But, 5 me 
. her. The fault mus 

cannot be attributed to an 
< fyleet Seraninees a" y 

mine. My heart Is 


i \\ 
bhajana has not been sincere. | a nal 
deserve to have her darsana. Then 


uld | 
| carry the useless load of life? Why sho 


Madhava Dasa Stopped going to 


Dasa went to 
On the bank of 
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= Te nnecessary paj 

‘ ri and suffer U in 
es body together. Let the boat 
id not go for Madhukarj, + y 


d solf-replee a burnin, 
down and started ween; 
kage ae: ne brahmin girl called at. fa 
mee O Baba!” He opened the door ang 
ae a“ girl standing with a thala (a metallic dish) 
in her hand, which was full of puri, kaucaur; 
ghira 2and other delicious things to eat. ¢ 
said, "Baba, you did not go for madhukarj today. 
My mother has sent this to you. You must eat." 
Baba recognized the girl. Her arrival With 
food just at the time, when he had decided po, 
to go for madhukar/ and eat any more, made him 
think that it was a kind gesture from Radharani, 
who had prompted the girl's mother to send the 
food to him. He felt reassured that sooner o, 
later he would be blessed by her darSana. He 
accepted the food. 


Vrajabasis regard anything offered by a sadhy 
out of his madhukari as sacred and eat it with 
relish. Therefore Madhava Dasa Baba asked the 
girl to eat some of the good things she had 
brought. But she said, "No Baba, today a 


neighbour offered me some good things to eat 


and | have e ; 
eae aten to my fill. | can’t eat any 


fire of repentance an 


— 


| gt es ee eR: BAY bY 


The girl went away. 


Baba sa 
He was Surprised by the y Sal down 1 


nearthly odour and tast 


1 A sort a ¢ 


ake m 
2 A food Ma ade of 


de of flour and 


fried j 
ce, milk and sy * 7 


gar. 


gm: 
Cc 
a 


gif yadnava Dasa Bab 


it ant 

ile house 2 number of tim 

a ore he had that kind of expe but never 
also, he NOW began to think, he 

re seen On the girl’s face tine elles: Never 

e he saw, when she came with the A divine 

nad Ne ever Sep her looking at him so ee nor 

and talking to him SO sweetly. Was it oe 

aime git! of Radharant Herself, who had Me 

come in her guise? The thought sent a ee 
his body and brought tears in his fee 

immediately he set out for the home of the an 

The girl's mother was milking a cow in foe of 

the Nouse. She said, "Baba, you are late today 

just wait a little, | shall give you madhukari." | 
"Ma! have you not already sent me a thdal/a 

tull of PU, kacauri and kKhira through your /a/i?" 
"What?" said the lady, "Someone else must 


have sent those things. My daughter has not 
gone out since morning.” 

"No Ma, you can inquire from Lali. 
she, who came and gave those things to me." 

immediately the lady called her daughter and 
"ook Lali, what is Baba saying? He says, 
"You went to him a little while ago with a thala 
full of puri, kacaurl and Khira," and the lady 
laughed. The girl also laughed and said, “Baba, 
you must have seen a dream. Were you awake 
or asleep when you saw me handing over the 


thala to you?" adharani, who 
Baba was satisfied thal it Waal leauamens eal 
had played the trick. But Im order to cone 


OQ 


it was 


said, 
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ple ae TT Y es Lali, you are righ 
hinc he SaiuU, ees t, 
a ee seen a day-dream. | do Not ow 
U . ; es u 
whet has happened to Me, aS. UUrtigg to 


ie a happy that Radharani had at 
iven him oargana. But he was SO that 
iid under the guise of the brahmin gir}. ‘ 
only cursed himself for this, for he though} Re 
did not deserve to see Her In Her real form. 

It is said that bhakt/ is the mother 
humbleness. Madhava Dasa was so humble ce 
he regarded himself as the lowest of the low 
and as untouchable by others. Therefore he 
never accepted the invitation for a bhandarg a 
feast. Rut when there was a bhandara in 
Srngaravata, his guru's place, he had to go. His 
guru knew that he would not sit to eat in the 

pangata (line) of the va/snavas. Therefore he let 
him sit down in the line of the low class people 


and the beggars inspite of protests made by the 
Valsnavas. 


lagt 
She 


Madhava D&sa’s humility and his devotion to 
the service of the vaisnavas had endeared him 
to all the va/snavas of Vraja. They offered to 
make him the mahanta (head) of the asrama of 
siddha Jaikrsna Dasa Baba of Kamyavana. He 
could not disregard the vaisnavas. Therefore he 
agreed to be the Mahanta for a Short time, after 


which he again began to wander freely in Vraja. 
He lived longer in Vrndavana, sometimes in the 
Samadhicethana of 


ES eee Ip Lotana-kufija and sometimes in 
Jhanumandala. : 


Gopala Bhatta Gosvaml, | 


éf Madhava Desa Ree 
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while living in Jhanumang 
al Rete Jala h 
of the generat aa Sardtana cae thought 
mahaprabhu with the responsi ope | Caitanya 


the needs Of the vaisnavas 
world and went to live in Vraj 
at that aid al his re 
them and aia not let t 
decided, in order to eee ae food. He 
maodhukar/ that day and to eat Only, if 
offered anything to eat on his pe wie 2 
when he was _ passing alow he cee 
Gopala Bhatta Gosvami that day, he saw va of 
Dasa Baba, the sevaka (servitor) of the eas 
standing at the gate of the samadhi, as if he was 
waiting for him. On seeing him he said, "Baba, 
are you going for madhukar? Don’t go today. 
Come inside. Thakura’s bhoga is ready. | am 
suffering from fever. You kindly offer it to the 
Thakura and to Gopala Bhatta Gosvami and eat." 
Madhava Dasa did likewise. His heart was filled 
with gratitude towards Sanatana Gosvami, whose 
mercifulness he thus realized fully. 
in 1892 Sri Radhikanatha Gosvami arrived in 
Vrndavana. Madhava Dasa was drawn towards 
him on account of his soul inspiring Hari-katha 
(discourses on Sri Hari). Radhikanatha Gosvami 
was drawn towards Madhava Dasa on account of 
his bhava-bhakti and his capacity to understand 
and enjoy the delicacies of Rasa. They came 
till it became impossible for 
closer and closer Everyday both 
them to live without each other. y 


sat together and talked for hours of Krsna and 
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a, losing consciousness )-Olsaiiggs ang | fre 
pene hunger and sleep. Rayvabahe 
place, 4894 Rajarsi Banamall ayabdanadura, thee | en 
“ f Tanasa, came to Vrndavana. He Was of 
Jamidara 0 rds both Radhikanatha Gosvanj;j ang | Gs 
drawn ia and joined their company, He hageee | Pi 
esr ere building in Radhakunda, where he live de 
soged time, but he built another in Vindavana. 


which is now known as Tanasa Mandira. He 
began to live in this building So that he Might 
always have the company of Madhava Dasa Baba 


Ji. Sri Krsnananda, a samnyasi of Sankara 
Sampradaya was so much influenced by Madhava 
Dasa Baba that he began to regard him as hee 
On his advice he took Aiksa from 
and became a Prominent 
Sampradaya, who hag . 


guru. 
Pranagopala Gosvami 
vaisnava of Caitanya 


very large following. 
For about 18 or 19 years towards the end of 


his life, Madhava Dasa Baba lived iN Gopala 
Chanidar’s Agrama in Gopinatha Bagha. During 
this period patha, kirtana and va/snava-seyg were 
reguiar features of the 4Srama. Sj 
Raghunandana Prasada Sinha, the Raja of 
Munghera used to finance most of these activities. 
Once Madhava Dasa said to the Raja, "When | 


Madhav a Dasa Baba Ji 
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he 193: 3 Bie Dasa Baba left the body to 
hé nscendental Vindavana, 
enthins = 


In the midst 
oF Kirtana pérforae by the ¢ Kirtaniya Sri 


éa and his Party, and in the presence of 
oon Gopala Gosvami and other Prominent 
pran So 

yaisna Vas. 


a BS 


amous 


CHAPTER XX] 


WY. 
=e 
ma i 


ja gan natha Dasa | | 
Baba Ji 


here lived in Barasana on the bank of 
"T ansnukunge a Baba Jj, 


who. left 
Vardhamana, his native place at a 


an nN early 
age and came to Barasana to 


| live here and 
meditate in the hope that he would be blessed 


with the Garsana of Radharani. His name was 


Baba lived only on a few pieces of bread he 

got in maédhukari, but one could see in his cottage 

a number of earthen pots, which contained rice, 

wheat, pulses and other foodgrains and a number 

of small bags, which contained amal/aki (emblic 

myrobalan), farra (myrobalan), bahera and other 
medicines. These were meant not for him, but 
for the s@éghus and Vrajavasis, who came to him, 
when in need. He also cooked for them at times. 
Once Barasana was plagued by a severe 
famine. Prayers and cries for mercy rented the 
sky of Barasana. Baba hesitated in going to the 
Vrajavasis for maahukari. He could not consume 
the foodstuffs he had stored for the sadhus. He 
had now to give it all away to them, wicmrs 
they were the people worst affected Dy 


the 
famine. He could not go elsewhere, because 
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he thought of leaving Barasana his hea 
moment pe and tears began to flow from hig 
began as Sila not know what to do. He Passeg 
eyes. aati fh without a morsel of food, by 
ee he had to decide ee leave Barasang 
As he was leaving Barasana with bag ang 
baggage, a young Vrajabas! girl, whom he knew, 
came and asked, “Baba, where are you going? 
"Somewhere," Baba said, with tears in pj, 
eyes. 


"But why?" " 
"Why? There is dearth of madhukari here in 


your village. How can | live without madhukarjo« 
"What do you say, Baba? Dearth for you? | 
My mother keeps madhukari for you everyday, | 
Why don't you come? Even today she has kept 
madhukari for you in the kitchen. Go and take 
it and do not go away from here." | 
Baba was very hungry. He thought, since the | 
girl’s mother had already kept madhukari for him, 
it would be better to eat before going out. He 
went back to his cottage, kept the luggage there 
and then went to the girls’s house. 
As soon as the girl’s father saw Baba, he 
Said, "Baba, you have come very late. There is 
No madhukari now. Why didn’t you come earlier?" 
"But | have come on the invitation of your /a/i, 
who told me that her mother had kept madhukari 
for me in the kitchen." 


_ “My /é/if said the Vrajabasi amazedly. "She 
'S not here. She went to her father-in-law’s long 


ago. You must have mistaken some other girl 
for my /a/7" 


nse Dasa Baba Jj 
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"NO; om ss: oo She, | am Sure," 
The Vrajabast smiled, but he +, 


; " ' turn 
d said, "See if there is someting : his 
N the 


eat. He must 


wife 2” 
yitchen ase can give to Baba to 


His wife went to the kitchen. 
opened the door of the Kite Ae re ne 

God, how wonderfull Who kept this tha/a eh 

ull 
of roties., dala, rice and vegetables here? | 
didn’t.” : 

The Vrajabasi was stupefied. But suddenly 
the thought flashed in his mind: “It must have 
been Radharanl herself, who went to invite Baba 
in the guise of my /a/7 and who kept the tha/a in 
my kitchen for Baba. Who else could it be?" 
Baba also thought the same. He was so 
overwhelmed with bhava that tears streamed out 
of his eyes, and his heart, burdened with an 
intense feeling of gratitude towards Radharani, 
drowned deep into the ocean of her mercy. 

The Vrajabasi’s wife gave to Baba everything 
Radharani had placed for him in the tha/a, Baba 
used to accept only pieces of bread in madhukari, 
but this time he accepted rice, dala and the other 
things as well, because the madhukar/ was from 
Radharani. : 

As Bava took leave of the Vrajabasi, both the 
Vrajabasi and his wife said, "Baba, do foie 

everyday for madhukari." Baba was remin e 
ST ‘on in Gi t He Himself took 
Sri Krsna’s assertion In Gita tha 5 OURS 
care of His devotees and the Story stellt 
brahmana devotee, who doubted its 


The story goes like this: 


— 
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Jagannatha Puri a Virty 

J gna pandita with his wife. He liveg 
cane he was very devout. He love d Cita : 
ee sed to pass all his time in reading | 
nd use ) pass : 
ae reiing on it’s verses. Once he was Meditating 
on the following $/oxka- 

ananyascintayanto mam ye janah paryupasa ji 

tesam nityabhiyuktanam yogaksemam vahamya Aa 


(Gita 9.29) 


Sus 


"Those who are exclusively devoted to Me and 
always think of Me and nothing else, | Myself 
own the responsibility of fulfilling all their wants 
(including the want of emancipation or the 
attainment of my feet) and protecting them from 


all ills." ; 
He thought the word vahamyaham, which 


mean “Il Myself carry the burden of fulfilling their 
wants" was inappropriate. It should have been 
karomyaham, which meant, "l arrange for the 
fulfilment of their wants or get them fulfilled 
through others." "Why should Krsna, who was 

the controller and governor of the universe and 

whose commands are obeyed by Brahma, Siva 

and Visnu and all other gods and goddesses, 

Himself carry any burden on His head? So he 
Scored the word ‘Vvahamyaham" and wrote 
‘karomyaham. " 

One day it rained SO heavily that the brahmana 
Could not go out for alms. He and his wife both 
had to 9° without food. He went out the next | 
day, when the rains Stopped. Not long after he 
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garrying i ee ea hisoaie POY, who w 
jrenead Wes aid aa acsouth. sie Whose 
came se slbeati is his wife, Ma ys = Scraten, 
sent pree a Pandita’s wit Pandita Jj has 
tO see the po = lovely face and A was Charmed 
yoic®: but was pai ee ‘ear his sweet 
gropping from Nis 1orenheaa SIGMt of blood 
who has hurt you?" Said, "My child, 


“pandita JI’ , replied the 

. Me . b 
“pandita Ji! Which Pande dee 
"Your husband." ‘ 


“My husband! He is so gj 
simp| 

hearted. Why should he hurt a outs kind 

ou?" oy like 


“1 tell you the truth Ma. It wa 
. S your hus 
who pierced my forehead with the point of eae 


"But why?” 
"He alone knows why.” 
The boy kept the load of provisions before the 


lady and disappeared. She was aghast to see 
him disappear before her very eyes. 

When the brafhmana returned, his wife narrated 
the story to him in words, betraying at once 
astonishment, grief and resentment. The poor 
bréhmana Was dumb-founded. There was no end 
to his grief and repentance. For it did not take 


him long to understand who that lovely boy Was. 
him that Gita was @ 


The thought dawned upon . 
verbal image of Krsna and by scoring through one 
he had actua 


of it’s words with his pen 
the body of Krsna. Also by Himself br 


Provisions to his house, He had 


lly pierced 
inging the 
proved the 
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literality of the truth that He Himself Carrieg 
burden the of responsibility of fulfilment 6 
wants of his devotees. The brahmang wie 
full of remorse on account -of his guilt 
fell senseless on the ground. 


story, he said to himself, “If Krsna can 
merciful to His devotees, how can Radha 
behind? She is even more merciful." 
The author of Gaudiya Vaisnava Jivan 
about fifty years ago that even at that 
the grace of Radharant, Banakhan 
descendant of the Vrajabasi family, who 
give madhukari to Baba, was the happie; 
the wealthiest man of Barasana. ' 


& , NYp2 


eh tae, I GD. 


in village B = : 

distrigt Hee Weta ‘, Vardhamam 
jnitiatlon from Y adn Seen : He took 
pagnapana, a Gosvami in the Paice en of 
succession) of Ma Jahnva, but tactic een Ee 
for a long time under the guidance of Ber 
Bhagavan Dasa Baba of Kalina. The ceeds 
went to Vrndavana and began to live 
Kaliyadaha near the kuti of siddha Sri Jagadiga 
pasa Baba. 

He had carefully read the Slokas |X, 12, 1-2 
of Srimad Bhagavatam, in which Sri Krsna says 
to Uddhava: 

"O Uddhava! Yoga, jnana, dharma, study of 
the Vedas, austerities, renunciation, sacrifices, 
works of public utility such as the excavation of 
well, tanks etc, fasts, pilgrimages, self-restraint 
and observance of religious rules, all these cannot 
captivate me. But | am easily captivated through 


satsanga (association of holy persons), which 


uproots all worldly attachments.” 
He was convinced of the importance and the 


utter necessity of satsanga. He knew that the 


ranakrsna Dasa Baba 
a et aba Was b 
orn in 1802 


The Saints of ; 
Vraja 
212 


attained only through prema or joy 
d love for the Lord can be attaineg 

of a Mahapurusa, who has 
f the Lord: 


Lord could be 
for the Lord an 
only by the grace 
attained the grace O 


khyatastu mahatkrpayaiva bhagaval kjpalesabays 
Mu. 


(Narada-BhaktisOtra-39 ) 


He, therefore, adopted the service of the 
mahapurusas as the primary means for the 
attainment of divine love. Fortunately for him 
there lived close to his Auf in Kallyadaha two 
great saints, who had attained the grace of the 
Lord - Sri Jagadiga Dasa Baba and Sri Dayajla 
Dasa Baba. He began to serve them with all his 
heart and soul. Both of these mahatmas usually 
remained absorbed in the divine ///a, mostly 
without consciousness of the body and its needs. 
Pranakrsna Dasa Baba carefully looked after 
them. He cooked for them and sometimes even 
fed them with his own hand. He massaged their 
body and rendered all kinds of menial service to 


them. Besides, in their changing moods he 
served them by singing SONgS according to their 
bhava. d 


IN manasi-sevg (service 
of Radha-Krsna, he also 
4S/-Seva. \|n manasi-seva 


retreat) of Radha-Krsna 


While engaged in thies = 
appeared as sweeping 


Sri pranakrsna Dasa Baba gj 
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sjiyadaha, but inwa . 
wont that is, in his eovinanepee nee wie el 
vraja, he swept the nikufja, in Hie Laie A 
he was not only an observer but also a we 
in the /7/4 of Radha-Krsna. meu 

Sri Rupamadhuri Ji, a siddha saint of Suk 
Sampradaya, who was a contemporar . . 
pranakrsna Dasa Baba, wrote a wedi i 
Braja-bhasa in his praise, in which he said euo4 
is 104 years old. He has made Radha-Krsna 
captive in his heart. His words are extraordinarily 
sweet and exhilarating." (Adpamadhuri Ji Ki Vani 
Pa) ALE 

The reason why his words were so sweet and 
exhilarating was that they were the outpourings 
of a heart in which dwelt Radha and Krsna, the 
twin embodiments of transcendental sweetness 
and bliss. 

Radha and Krsna were drawn to him, because 
they were fond of listening to talks about 
themselves and Pranakrsna Dasa always thought 


and talked about them and did nothing else. 
Srimad Bhagavatam says: 
srnvatah sradhaya nityam grnatasca svacestitam 
kélena natidirghena bhagavan visate hrdi 
(Srimad Bhagavata, 2.8.4) 


"Those who always narrate or listen 
Krsna-katha' with faith, in their hearts, Sri 


Bhagavan enters soon.” 


1 Talks about Krsna. 
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“ sba was not learned. 
ok gt en Yet he had a Pia 
péba weuiel’é Govinda Lilamrta, describing jy. 
astakalina lila of Krsna by heart. He Meditate 
on Krsna-lila as described in that book. He p, 
become so old, meditating and talking always a 
Krsna-lila, yet his eagerness to think and taj, a 
it, instead of decreasing, had gone On Increasip 
day by day. He did not simply think Or talk about 
the ///a, but saw it and seeing it, he Sometimes 
laughed and sometimes wept. Even at Night, 
when he was supposed to be sleeping inside his 
kuti, he was drowned in /i/a and could be hearg 
sometimes laughing, sometimes weeping and 
sometimes talking. . 
When the cup of his heart got overfilled with 
the nectar of Krsna-lila, he became eager to share 
it with someone else by talking to him about it. 
If he did not find anyone to listen to him, he 
would, in his impetuosity, go out and sit on the 
parlkrama-marga (the path of circumambulation) 
of Vrndavana by the side of beggars. While the 
beggars persisted in their request to the pilgrims, 
on circumambulation, to give them something, 
Baba persisted in his request to take something 
from them. He offered them prasada. They 
could not refuse to take bPrasada. When they 
came near and extended their hand for prasada, 


he looked at them courteously with eyes brimming 


with tears and said prayerfully, "would you listen | 
. o 


to Krsna-Katha? Krsna-Katha is very sweet 
The manner in Which he implored was- 
courteous and persuasive that, even if they 


